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Concept

More than thirty-five years ago Kristin Feireiss found-
ed the Aedes Gallery in Berlin. It was the first time 
that architecture was exhibited and presented as a 
product of thought processes. 

Prior to this, the general opinion had been that archi-
tecture was merely something to house exhibits. 

The Aedes Gallery introduced the phenomenon of 
architecture into a specific public domain, bringing 
urban reality into society in a new way, making it ne-
gotiable and political.

This new approach to communicate contemporary 
architecture led to international critical acclaim. Now 
the Aedes Architecture Forum is one of the world-
renowned institutions and cultural brands for built 
environment, urban planning and associated fields. 
It has continually stimulated a critical dialogue with 
the public and has made a significant contribution to 
the global discourse regarding architecture and urban 
culture with outstanding exhibitions, lectures and 
conferences.

Many significant architects and Pritzker laureates ex-
hibited at Aedes decades before they achieved inter-
national fame, including Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, 
Herzog & de Meuron, Kazuyo Sejima, Frank Gehry 
and Wang Shu. Through its numerous displays, pub-
lications, and as many events to date, Aedes has pro-
vided a platform for the presentation and analysis of 
avant-garde concepts, visions and built projects. 

ANCB The Aedes Metropolitan Laboratory is the ulti-
mate product of this recent development.
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Architecture Forum 

Mind Your Behaviour, 3XN architects, Copenhagen, 2010

Reception at Aedes am Pfefferberg

Contemplating Basics, ZAO/standardarchitecture, Beijing, 2015

Horizons of Public Housing, Madrid, 2007



A brief History of Venues

In 1980 Aedes started at Savignyplatz in Berlin, moved 
under the railway viaduct in 1988 and extended 1995 
to Hackesche Höfe in the new eastern part of the city. 
Today all activities are concentrated at Pfefferberg. The 
images show exhibitions at these former venues in Ber-
lin, where world renowned and emerging architects 
alternated in presenting their architectural and urban 
concepts.

TUMU Young Architecture from China, 2001

Dutchtown Almere, OMA, 2000 Traveling Landscape, Ai Weiwei, 2008

DG Bank, Pariser Platz 3, Frank O. Gehry, 1997

Urban Projects, Zaha Hadid, 2000



Location, Program, Place to Meet

In 2006 Aedes moved to a new location, a former 
industrial site in the Berlin district Prenzlauer Berg that 
now houses creative industries. Aedes consists of two 
exhibition spaces, office premises, a café, and since 
2009 the ANCB The Aedes Metropolitan Laboratory 
totalling about 600sqm. 

The new venue was opened with an interdisciplinary 
exhibition of the artist Olafur Eliasson. Thematic exhi-
bitions such as “AND - Creative Arts in China“, “What 
Makes India Urban?”, “Measure of Man - Measure of 
Architecture”, “Smart City - The Next Generation” or  
“Medellin - City of Knowledge” expanded the curato-
rial focus. 

The ANCB, an experimental urban laboratory, was in-
augurated in 2009. Since then, universities, research 
institutions, governance and industry worldwide have 
partnered with ANCB in common programs and made 
the entire Aedes project a place to meet, share, cel-
ebrate and to argue – for creative people, scientists, 
academics, public as well as diplomats or mayors.
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London

Dieter Kosslick, 
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Councillor for Housing, Housing Const-
ruction and Urban Renewal, Vienna

Regula Lüscher, Director, 
Senate Department for 
Urban Development, Berlin

Christian Blickentorfer, 
Ambassador of Switzerland in 
Germany

Everton Vieira Vargas, 
Ambassador of Brasil in 
Germany

Tim Renner, Permanent Secretary of 
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Great Britain
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of Light, Zumtobel Group AG, Dornbirn 
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After Hurrican Sandy - Rebuild by Design, 2014

Accomplishments

Through various kinds of events, exhibitions, debates 
and performances, this dynamic platform attracts 
a diverse range of people from different fields and 
backgrounds. The large number of visitors as well as 
the global perception of the exhibitions through web 
communication, newsletters and related partner net-
works are remarkable. The national and international 
press also regularly covers Aedes’ activities. Founder 
Kristin Feireiss was awarded the Order of Merit of the 
Federal Republic of Germany for her dedication in the 
field of architecture culture. In particular for strength-
ening the dialogue with research and education, she 
received an honorary doctorate from the University of 
Braunschweig.

The Poetics of Boxes, Mathias Klotz, Chile, 2013

Marte Marte Architects, 2010Swiss Shapes, 2006

The Third Space, a spatial installation by students, Academy of Arts, Munich, 2009



Much Untertrifaller	 Shigeru Ban	 Mathias Klotz	 Theresa Keilhacker	 Armand Grüntuch	 Peter Zumthor	 Philip Johnson

Francisco  Mangado	 Johanne Nalbach	 Jo Coenen	 Roger Diener	 Hubert Klumpner	 Ansgar Schulz	 Kjetil Thorson 

Jean Sundin	 Matthias Rick	 Ton Matton	 Liu Jiakun	 Almut Ernst	 Günter Behnisch	 Markus Bader

	Thomas von Ballmoos	 Helle Juul	 Markus Dochantschi	 Harald Szeemann	 Stefan Rettich	 Wolfram Putz	 Volkwin Marg

Jun Aoki	 Zvi Hecker	 Sergei Tchoban	 Zhankg Ke	 Kengo Kuma	 Kamel Louafi	 Helmut Dietrich

Alfredo Brillembourg	 Yung Ho Chang	 Jürgen Mayer H.	 Richard Rogers	 Kim Herforth Nielsen	 Bernhard & Stefan Marte	 Wilfried Kuehn	

The Protagonists

The Aedes ‘Family’ grew over 35 years to become a 
respectably sized network in which the famous as well 
as the emerging talents share their positions on what 
space, city and architecture is, or should be. Their di-
verse ideas, strategies and designs trace architecture 
and urban history in this incredible period between 
the centuries – from the analog to the digital, from 
physical performance to the web – and document a 
continuous reflection and what ‘being an urban in-
habitant’ means.

Fuensanta Nieto	 Yona Friedman	 Mpheti Morojele	 Jörg Schlaich	 Kees Christiaanse	 Francine Houben	 Rem Koolhaas

José Antonio Sosa	 Winfried Häfner	 Will Alsop	 Fernando Menis	 Rüdiger Lainer	 Maria Auböck	 Jong Soung Kimm

	 Winy Maas	 Kazuyo Sejima	 Arata Isozaki	 Matthias Sauerbruch	 Olafur Eliasson	 Stefan Behnisch	 Josep Ferrando

	 Julio Gaeta	 David Chipperfield	 Shin Takamatsu	 Peter Eisenman	 Peter Cook	 Louisa Hutton	 Gustav Peichl

	 Roman Delugan	 Ken Yeang	 Madelon Vriesendorp	 Alvaro Siza	 Luby Springall	 Thom Mayne	 Enrique Sobejano

	 Phili			   cq	 Odile Decq	 Richard Hassell	 Elke Delugan-Meissl

				    Iñaki Echeverría	 Andreas Haase	 Simona Malvezzi

	 James Stirling	 Bimal Patel	 Wong Mun Summ	 Ursula Schulz-Dornburg	 Richard Meier	 Ma Qingyun	 Günther Vogt

	 Norman Foster	 Christoph Ingenhoven	 Renzo Piano	 Benedetta Tagliabue	 Hani Rashid	 Seung H-Sang	 Frank O. Gehry	

	 Wolf D. Prix	 Massimiliano Fuksas	 Zaha Hadid	 Hans Hollein	 Alejandro Aravena	 Peter Smithson	 Ai Wei Wei



Aedes Catalogues

With more than 350 titles the Aedes exhibitions have 
been accompanied by these compact square cata-
logues. For some it has been their first publication, 
for others an occasion to include a statement in an 
internationally acknowledged architecture series.



Graftworld, Graft, Berlin, 2007

inTENSE repose, Delugan Meissl Associated Architects, Vienna, 2006

The World of Madelon Vriesendorp, 2008

Living the Nordic Light, Snøhetta, Oslo, New York, 2015



Aedes Partners 

For many years, embassies and cultural foundations 
of many countries, have cooperated in the Aedes pro-
gramme. Since Aedes is not publicly funded, some of 
its economic base is provided through its coopera-
tion with international companies who continuously 
support the programme financially. These partners: 
Zumtobel, Schindler/The Port Technology and Carpet 
Concept, are actively integrated into the Aedes net-
work and associated with the unique cultural brand 
of Aedes and its high profile within the fields of archi-
tecture and design.

European Embankment, The new dance Theater precinct in St. 
Petersburg, 2009

Architecture Design Industry, Vitra Campus, Weil am Rhein, 2014

What Makes India Urban?, 2009

Buildings and Speculations, von Ballmoos Krucker Architekten, Zurich, 2009

Motion Matters, UNStudio, 2013



The Seventh Room, Urban Planning in Zurich, 2009

Berlin Motion - Cinema of the Future, 2010 The Urban Space Inside, Baumschlager Eberle, 2008

Seoul: Towards a Meta-City, 2014

One Room for Five. 20 Architecture Years, Vienna, 2016



SANAA, Kazuyo Sejima + Ruye Nishizawa, Tokyo, 2010

Remixes, A69 Architects, Prague, 2008 Medellín, Topography of Knowledge, 2015

Mediating Space - A Laboratory, Olafur Eliasson, 2006

Tongkong Tonan, Ursula Schulz-Dornburg, 2009



The Climate Machine, Ton Matton, Netherlands,2007

Smart City: The Next Generation, Opening Performance, 2013

What Makes India Urban?, 2009 Building Talk by Happold Trust in cooperation with TU Berlin and TFH 
Berlin with Stefan Behnisch, 2008

Das Küchenmonument, raumlabor, Berlin, 2008
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Press and Communication

Aedes has been consistently successful in placing and 
maintaining architecture at the forefront of public 
consciousness. Aedes programmes are a constant 
subject of comment in the arts and culture sections 
of leading German and international newspapers and 
in the most widely influential art, culture, urbanism 
and architecture magazines. Through this media cov-
erage, its newsletters, social networks and its collabo-
rating partners, approximately 100,000 people are 
made aware of each Aedes exhibition and event.

Today's Edition |  Saturday , September 5 , 2009 | Shopping
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City projects in Berlin expo

OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Five urban projects conceptualised by Calcutta-based architects and urban designers

have been selected to be showcased at an exposition in Berlin later this year.

The exhibition — “What makes India urban? Challenges towards mobility, infrastructure,

energy and perpetual change” (October 9 to November 26) — will examine current

developments within India’s urbanisation process and the complexity of urban space

utilisation.

“Four of the five Calcutta projects picked for the Berlin exposition being organised by

Aedes East — International Forum for Contemporary Architecture are by our member-

architects,” says Santosh Ghosh, the president of the city-based think tank Centre for

Built Environment (CBE).

These are “Calcutta riverfront: Catalyst for large urban rejuvenation” by Partha Ranjan

Das; “The infrastructure development” by Ayan Sen; “Urban food production: From

waste to wealth” by Arunima Guha; and “The Park Street rejuvenation project” by

Monica Khosla Bhargava.

“Durga Puja pavilions and cultural transformation” by Anjan Mitra is the other city

initiative to figure on the list of 35 projects selected from across India.

Das’s riverfront rejuvenation project is based on the theme of bringing the river back to

the city. “I have tried to highlight the land-use incompatibility, stitching the two riverbanks

by stressing accessibility and the need for a vertical hard edge,” says Das.

Sen’s project is an effort to showcase infrastructure development in the city over the

past three decades. “It’s difficult to project a positive image of infrastructure in Calcutta.

Still I have tried to showcase New Town and Salt Lake, the new flyovers, Metro Railway,

slum development and new projects in traffic and transportation,” he says.

“I have tried to highlight the importance of wetlands in our urban planning system,”

explains Guha. Her project delineates how through age-old indigenous practice, in the

wetlands on the periphery of our city, waste water is recycled with photosynthesis which

aids fish production. Solid waste is naturally composted and the urban agri-aquaculture

is providing food, generating oxygen and creating a blue and green buffer.

Bhargava’s project is an urban renewal initiative encouraging public participation to

restore Park Street’s diluting status of the “drawing room of the metropolis”.

Mitra has underlined the magnificence of the Durga puja and how there is a renewed

awareness on the preservation of our tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

“Exposure in such a high-profile global forum is most welcome,” says architect and

urban designer Das.

Sen warns: “If all Indian projects are revisited after a decade and it’s found that Calcutta

has made the least headway, it would be a shame.”
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City projects in Berlin expo 

OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT  

Five urban projects conceptualised by Calcutta-based architects 
and urban designers have been selected to be showcased at an 
exposition in Berlin later this year. The exhibition — “What ma-
kes India urban? Challenges towards mobility, infrastructure, 
energy and perpetual change” (October 9 to November 26) — 
will examine current developments within India’s urbanisation 
process and the complexity of urban space utilisation. “Four 
of the five Calcutta projects picked for the Berlin exposition 
being organised by Aedes East — International Forum for 
Contemporary Architecture are by our memberarchitects,” 
says Santosh Ghosh, the president of the city-based think tank 
Centre for Built Environment (CBE). These are “Calcutta river-
front: Catalyst for large urban rejuvenation” by Partha Ranjan 
Das; “The infrastructure development” by Ayan Sen; “Urban 
food production: From waste to wealth” by Arunima Guha; 
and “The Park Street rejuvenation project” by Monica Khosla 
Bhargava. “Durga Puja pavilions and cultural transformation” 
by Anjan Mitra is the other city initiative to figure on the list of 
35 projects selected from across India. Das’s riverfront rejuve-
nation project is based on the theme of bringing the river back 
to the city. “I have tried to highlight the land-use incompatibi-
lity, stitching the two riverbanks by stressing accessibility and 
the need for a vertical hard edge,” says Das. Sen’s project is an 
effort to showcase infrastructure development in the city over 
the past three decades. “It’s difficult to project a positive image 
of infrastructure in Calcutta. Still I have tried to showcase New 
Town and Salt Lake, the new flyovers, Metro Railway, slum 
development and new projects in traffic and transportation,” 
he says. “I have tried to highlight the importance of wetlands 
in our urban planning system,” explains Guha. Her project de-
lineates how through age-old indigenous practice, in the wet-
lands on the periphery of our city, waste water is recycled with 
photosynthesis which aids fish production. Solid waste is natu-
rally composted and the urban agri-aquaculture is providing 
food, generating oxygen and creating a blue and green buffer. 
Bhargava’s project is an urban renewal initiative encouraging 
public participation to restore Park Street’s diluting status of 
the “drawing room of the metropolis”. Mitra has underlined 
the magnificence of the Durga puja and how there is a renewed 
awareness on the preservation of our tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage. “Exposure in such a high-profile global fo-
rum is most welcome,” says architect and urban designer Das. 
Sen warns: “If all Indian projects are revisited after a decade 
and it’s found that Calcutta has made the least headway, it 
would be a shame.”



The Aedes Architecture Forum 
Team 

Under the guidance of Founder Kristin Feireiss and Di-
rector Hans-Jürgen Commerell, the team has grown 
to reflect both its expanded subject areas and new 
operating formats. Beate Engelhorn, Architect and 
Curator with a focus on contemporary European and 
North-American architecture, joined in 2006. Ramona 
Kleinfeldt, Executive Secretary and Accounts Manager 
supports Aedes since 2004. Christine Meierhofer has 
been Graphic Designer since 2003 and personal assis-
tant to the director since 2015 and in 2014 Mayasari 
Feradina Zoesmar reinforced the curatorial team. The 
expertise of many freelance colleagues from a variety 
of fields has informed the work of Aedes and ensured 
the smooth running of its operations. 

Kristin FeireissHans-Jürgen Commerell Beate Engelhorn

Aedes Cooperation Partners:
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